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The country you occupy belongst o the British Govern-
ment, and in it are many slaves who I know are very
unhappy. Many have run away and some their owners
have recaptured in administered territory. Also, to keep
up the supply of slaves men from across the border commit
raids. All the Governments of the world have now
agreed that slavery is a bad custom and must be abolished.
As I have already told you, slavery was abolished under
my orders in the Hukawng Valley last year, and it must
be abolished this year too in the Triangle and elsewhere
in the Kachin hills where it exists."
The procedure adopted by Sir Harcourt Butler
naturally varies somewhat from that of other
countries. In the first place, he deputed officers
(in particular, Messrs, Barnard, Mitchell, Dewar
and Leonard) to visit the tracts where slavery
lingered. They carried out their orders with effici-
ency and splendid success. At great risk to health
and life they journeyed through the country, ex-
plaining the orders of the Governor, and assessing
the amount of compensation to be paid. How
dangerous the work was to be is shown by the fact
that one officer, the gallant Captain West, and two
native followers were murdered by tribes unwilling
to set their slaves free.
The first step taken was the preparation of a kind
of Domesday Book or Register of Slaves, compiled
by Mr. J. T. Barnard, Deputy Commissioner of
the Burma Frontier Forces, who had unrivalled
influence with the Kachins. In December 1925,
armed with this Domesday Book, Mr, Barnard and